[Increased primary success rate in coronary angioplasty using a guide wire with attached balloon (microprobe)].
In 15 cases of 350 consecutive coronary angioplasties conventional low profile balloon catheters did not traverse the stenosis or occlusion over the guide-wire. A balloon on a wire device ("Microprobe", 2 mm) passed the stenosis or occlusion easily with a good primary result in 14 cases. The angioplasty procedure could then be completed with a larger standard balloon catheter. Use of the balloon on a wire device expands the technical facilities of angioplasty and increases the primary success rate in technically difficult cases.